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SUBSCRIPTIONS 
At Bookbag we're always keen to share the books we love. 
Our Bookbox champions writers from across the globe: 
expect perspectives from outside the established canon.  
 
FICTION 
Newly published contemporary fiction, backlist bangers, 
or something more experimental; for story lovers 
everywhere. 

 
NON-FICTION 
From philosophy to nature & ecology, art & essays, 
lived experience to world affairs; real-life reads. 
 
MIX 
ANYTHING COULD HAPPEN! Live life on the literary edge. 
 
YOUNG ADULT 
You don’t have to be a teen to love our YA Bookbox. 
Magical fantasy, futuristic sci-fi, or something more 
true to life; the best YA novels around. 
 
BESPOKE 
Want something a little more tailored? Certain subjects 
a no-go? Talk to us & we’ll hook you up. 

 

 
Buy online from our website or chat to us in store. 

 

3 months for £40 
6 months for £80 
12 months for £150 
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EDITORIAL  
WELCOME TO THE BOOKBAG ZINE 
. 
Every independent bookshop is different. The books they 
choose, the style, the vibe they create, to the 
community they serve. Why does this matter? 
 
Indie bookshops are cultural hubs on the streets of our 
towns & cities. Walk in & talk to the bookseller about 
books you like & they'll help you discover new stories, 
authors, or essayists, or ways of thinking. 
 
This zine is a small dedication to indie bookshops. 
Thank you to all who have contributed. 
 
Thanks for reading, & see you in the bookshop! 
 
> Charlie 
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EVENTS 
AFRICA WRITES EXETER: 17-19 JUNE 
 
Celebrating contemporary literature & thought from 
Africa & the African diaspora with a series of book 
launches, conversations, workshops, & performances 
online & in Exeter. All events are free! Register via 
Eventbrite > bit.ly/AfricaWritesExeter22 
 
WRITING MOTHERS & DAUGHTERS: YEWANDE OMOTOSO & OKWIRI ODUOR 
IN CONVERSATION  
Friday 17 June 4–5pm @ Crowdcast 
 
NIKKI MAY IN CONVERSATION WITH KADIJA SESAY GEORGE 
Friday 17 June 6–7pm @ Bookbag 
 
AN EVENING OF POETRY HOSTED BY ROOTS RESISTANCE 
Friday 17 June 8–10:30pm @ Exeter Phoenix 
 
K P KOJO CHILDREN’S POETRY WORKSHOP  
Saturday 18 June 10:30-12:30am @ Exeter Library 
 
AN/OTHER PASTORAL BY TJAWANGWA DEMA, WITH NO BINDINGS & LOUISA 
ADJOA PARKER    
Saturday 18 June 3-4.15pm @ Exeter Phoenix 
 
WRITING THE SOUTH WEST: KARA NEBLETT IN CONVERSATION WITH 
ZAKIYA MCKENZIE      
Saturday 18 June 5-6pm @ Bookbag 
 
EXTRAORDINARY COLOURS AND STRIKING FORMS: IRENOSEN OKOJIE IN 
CONVERSATION WITH BILLY KAHORA 
Saturday 18 June 7-8:30pm @ Exeter Phoenix & Crowdcast 
 
ROOTS RESISTANCE WORD & LYRICS WORKSHOP 
Sunday 19 June 7-8:30pm @ Exeter Phoenix & Crowdcast 
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EVENTS 
INDEPENDENT BOOKSHOP WEEK: 18–25 JUNE 
 
We’re excited for Independent Bookshop Week. There's an 
event with Guardian “debut novelists of the year” pick 
Sheena Patel, & a £5.00 Book Token with every purchase 
at Bookbag (until they run out). Come & see us!  
  
------------------------------------------------------ 
 
SHEENA PATEL IN CONVERSATION  

Wednesday 22 June @ Bookbag - Doors 7pm / Talk 7:30pm 

FREE tickets > bit.ly/BookbagSheena 

Pre-order Sheena’s book with us! 

 
We're really excited to be hosting an in-conversation 
with Sheena Patel (supported by Exeter UNESCO City of 
Literature) to celebrate the launch of her debut novel, 
I’m A Fan. With stunning writing & dark humour, I'm A 
Fan is a critique of our social media & status-obsessed 
culture. Like an endless scroll, it's highly addictive 
& will have you squirming with pleasure. 
 
Sheena is a writer who also performs as part of 
collective 4 BROWN GIRLS WHO WRITE, & The Observer cited 
her one of their top 10 debut novelists of 2022. 
  
------------------------------------------------------ 
 
We’re always adding new events to our schedule, so keep 
an eye on our website & socials for up-to-date events!
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ON OPENING BOOKBAG      > CHARLIE RICHARDS 
 
------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Charlie opened Bookbag with Malcolm in December 2020, 
between lockdowns. She loves to rant about why analogue 
products & personal curation matter. In her spare time, 
she pairs books with music. 
 
------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Opening a bookshop during the pandemic felt like an 
optimistic thing to do. A little daunting, a tad 
reckless. (“You’re brave - good luck!” I heard regularly 
in the early days. & still sometimes now, actually).  
  
When I first viewed the unit I knew it was special; 
McCoys Arcade, off Fore Street, in Exeter’s friendly 
indie quarter. A space with high ceilings, arched walls, 
& huge windows letting in light from the airy atrium 
outside. We painted the walls black, got a card reader, 
& started scribbling lists of books, screengrabbing 
covers of books.  
 
What kind of place did we want Bookbag to be? Welcoming, 
warm & accessible. Books - a global selection of fiction 
& non-fiction writing. Lots of independent presses, 
writers of colour, lgbtq+ stories, art, music, 
environmental & nature writing. A cultural, social 
space, events, a community. 
 
Bookbag is a culmination of many experiences & ideas. 
It’s inspired by books & writing, the pleasure of 
reading, & bookshops I’ve visited worldwide.  
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It’s inspired by cultural indie venues I’ve worked at 
where people put on short film nights, art shows or host 
poetry events for their friends. It’s inspired by the 
feeling of walking into a bar or restaurant where the 
people there know me. 
 
 
 

A SHORT GUIDE  
TO OPENING A BOOKSHOP 

Find a space you like, or a van,  
or a stall, & make it yours. 

Decide on a name. 

Choose some books you like, & believe in. 
(Just a few at the beginning is fine, you 
can grow your collection)  

Get a card reader. 

Join Bookshop.org, now you have s 
a website. 

You are now an  
independent bookshop! 
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KRAKÓW:BOOKSHOP CITY    > KRZYSZTOF ŻWIRSKI 
 
------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Krzysztof has worked with Kraków Festival Office & is 
co-creator of a program supporting indie bookstores in 
Kraków. In 2021 he debuted as a writer (Sierpień – 
“August”, Austeria publishing house).  
 
------------------------------------------------------ 
 
When Poland’s capital Kraków joined UNESCO Cities of 
Literature network in 2013, The Guardian described it 
as a city that “lives & breathes literature”. 
 
Kraków has a rich cultural offering & is also a city of 
bookshops. Around 80 bookshops operate in the city - 
quite exceptional considering it has a population 
similar to Leeds or Glasgow.  
 
Walking around the city, you can find one of the oldest 
bookshops in the world with roots dating back to 1610 
(today’s Empik, Main Square 23), alongside highly 
esteemed antiquarian bookshops on Szpitalna street, 
picturesque Abecadło bookshop in the historic pharmacy, 
Austeria bookshop in enchanting XVII-century synagogue 
which specialises in the rich Polish-Jewish heritage. 
 
There are many modern bookshops that combine brilliant 
selections of literature with spaces for cultural 
activities, such as Lokator, Karakter, Pod Globusem, & 
De Revolutionibus. Don’t miss the lovely Massolit 
American bookshop (Felicjanek 4 street), where you can 
surf shelves full of books in English, with a nice 
selection of Polish literature in translation too! 
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KRAKÓW & UKRAINE 
 
A tiny but cozy bookshop & coffeshop "Nić" (Sławkowska 
28 st) has in recent times became an important cultural 
space for the constantly growing Ukrainian community in 
Kraków, hosting many interesting events and activities.  
 
For many years there have been many Ukrainians working 
in Kraków & Poland in general, & the demand for books 
in Ukrainian is becoming more significant. This has 
rapidly accelerated after the recent Russian invasion 
of Ukraine when Kraków & Poland began to receive a huge 
wave of refugees from their eastern neighbour.  
 
The bookshop staff are actively engaged in helping them 
find temporary accomodation and adapt into new reality 
in Poland, as well as organising help for those who 
remained in Ukraine. 
 

 
 

 
FLIGHTS – OLGA TOKARCZUK 
Fitzcarraldo, paperback £9.99 

116 short pieces by an anonymous 
traveler make up this unclassifiable 
novel, exploring the human body, life, 
death, & what it means to be constantly 
in motion. 
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A QUIET DEATH IN THE DESERT   > KHALID* 
 
------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Khalid (not his real name) opened, & was soon forced to 
close, a bookshop operating under a restricted regime 
in the Middle East. 
 
------------------------------------------------------ 
 
“Hounded from office, Mursi finds he & Egypt 'don't 
mix'” announced Reuters’ headline in the summer of 2013 
as the Egyptian military brutally removed then-President 
Mohammed Morsi from power. It referenced a speech that 
Morsi gave earlier that year in which his attempts to 
speak English, including a statement that “gas & alcohol 
don’t mix”, became the subject of an entire 
encyclopaedia’s worth of memes & mockery. Many of them 
were quite excellent, if I do say so myself.  
 
Unfortunately, though – just like with democratically 
elected presidents –  authoritarian institutions & good 
bookstores also “don’t mix”. I learned this first-hand 
through my own experience running a bookstore a few 
years after this event, in another part of the region.  
 
My bookstore was in the old part of a city famous for 
being new. A city many see as a supposed paragon in 
grandiosity, a shining, blinding platinum trophy upon 
modernity’s macabre mantelpiece. It was in this setting 
I sought to create an intellectual hub that would 
attempt to heal the scars left upon our bodied memories 
by the city’s embrace of what Palestinian educationalist 
Munir Fasheh calls academic imperialism.  
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Bravely or foolishly, in doing this I ignored that 
empires & their agents are swift in their efforts to 
crush any kind of anti-imperialism. Indeed, the 
institutions in question do classify free speech as a 
security & existential threat. 
 
One day, the trials & travails of sustaining this 
endeavour will find themselves in the pages of a book. 
If fate considers it favourable, that book will be sold 
in my liberated city.  
 
Recalling the words of the Iraqi poet Muzaffar Al Nawab, 
my homeland taught me to read everything, & that the 
history of humanity wails in the desert if it is without 
love. My bookstore gave us everything to read. Sadly, 
however, after a short life, it died a quiet death in 
the desert. The bare shelves now stand as a monument to 
the fear colonial elites & their authoritarian executors 
bear for history, love, & humanity itself. 
 

 
 

 
CHRONICLES OF A CAIRO BOOKSELLER 
– NADIA WASSEF 
Corsair, hardback £14.99 

A portrait of a country hurtling toward 
revolution, a feminist rallying cry, & 
an unapologetic crash course in running 
a business under the law of entropy. 
Above all, celebrating the power of 
words to bring us home.
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SISTER LIBRARY      > SIRISHA DAMARLA 
 
------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Sirisha studied engineering before doing an MA in 
Creative Writing. She writes & performs poetry, & hosts 
Bookbag By Night, an open mic poetry event.  
 
------------------------------------------------------ 
 
While growing up in India, I loved getting lost in 
characters & magical places. Unfortunately, my parents 
weren’t fond of books that weren’t educational. They 
forbade me from escaping into indescribable lands & 
playing with dragons. Their denial only motivated me to 
rebel: I developed various ways to get books — I became 
friends with the librarian as well as my English 
teacher, & I’d hide books under my sweater or sneak them 
between notebooks.  
 
It was mentally exhausting, yet exhilarating — until I 
got caught with a book in one hand & a torch in the 
other under my blanket at 3:00 in the morning! After 
this, my parents got stricter & I gave up. I grew into 
an adult under the impression that books were a luxury 
I could no longer afford.  
 
Confined to my mind, I lost my sense of identity. As I 
searched for myself in different parts of the country, 
I stumbled across the Kochi Muziris Biennale — an 
international festival of contemporary art, spread 
across the city the its’ neighbouring islands. I went 
from art installation to art installation when a bright 
pink room — Sister Library — caught my attention. It 
was warm, cosy and filled with books. 
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My fingers brushed the covers & I felt a twinge inside. 
I saw books by women authors that covered topics 
considered taboo, breaking barriers & shackles one word 
at a time. The books were carefully curated & I immersed 
myself in the entire experience. 
 
It was only as I was leaving that I realised this was a 
travelling library. Started by artist Aqui Thami, it 
provides a safe haven for women, especially those who 
are marginalised & need healing. Thami believes that 
healing is a social thing, or we will continue to hurt 
others & ourselves. In an interview with Firstpost she 
said her project succeeded because women need the space 
to learn & grow. Be it fundraising or logistical 
support, the library has many volunteers to help because 
they, like her, believe in the community & the necessity 
of such a space. 
 
I needed that space to find myself. I’m still figuring 
it out, but the existence of such spaces reassures me; 
my voice is valid. 
 

 

 
 
FOVEA / AGES AGO – SARAH LASOYE 
Hajar Press, paperback £10 

In this perceptive poetry chapbook, 
Lasoye ruminates on moments from 
playground to present day. An 
inquisitive, personal contemplation on 
childhood & growth. 
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TO BE A BOOKSELLER         > LIV J HOOPER 
 
------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Liv is a bookseller & ‘literary enabler’ living in 
Exeter, loves contemporary literature, runs a Booktube 
channel, & works for Exeter UNESCO City of Literature. 
 
------------------------------------------------------ 
 
Bookselling was meant to be temporary. After finishing 
my Masters (cheaper ways of discovering you’re not a 
novelist are available) I returned to Exeter & temp-ed 
in a chain bookshop: I stayed for nearly 4 years. I left 
after my father died to take personal time, & on my last 
day a colleague said “you’ll be back”. Not in a weird 
reverse-Schwarzenegger way; she knew what I hadn’t 
recognised yet - the bookselling bug had well & truly 
bitten me, like some literary radioactive spider.   
 
After a bookselling break I realised that recommending 
books to strangers & straightening books on tables like 
my arm was sentient wasn’t entirely normal customer 
behaviour, & luckily bagged a job at an indie bookshop.  
 
Every day I’m reminded of all the best bits of 
bookselling; community, connection, sharing - the 
lifeblood of bookselling. I love when customers share 
with me, when I learn from them. When they get that 
glint in their eye, my job takes a back seat & we are 
just readers geeking out over books. (I also find tidy 
piles of rectangular objects incredibly satisfying.) 
 
Reading can be solo venture, but bookselling never is. 
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WORK EXPERIENCE AT A BOOKSHOP   > L&J 
 
------------------------------------------------------ 
 
L & J (aged 15) came to Bookbag on work experience. They 
stacked shelves, took orders, wrote sterling book 
reviews & made a list of books with the best soundtracks. 
They got through the work so speedily & efficiently, on 
the last day we asked them tell us about indy bookshops.  
 
------------------------------------------------------ 
 
L: My favourite thing is the variety & genres you 
wouldn’t see online, & the peacefulness & friendliness. 
J: Yes & the ability to browse books you wouldn’t see 
online. It allows me to broaden my intake & break out 
of the habits of just reading the same genre with similar 
plots over & over again. 
L: My advice to anyone working in a bookshop would be - 
to be kind to customers.  
J: I’ve learned how to work in a friendly & accepting 
environment, & how to extend that to the customers.  
J: Online shopping? I don’t think it begins to compare 
to the real-life experience of going into a bookshop & 
organically finding a book you want to buy. 
L: Online shopping is easy if you know what book you 
want to read, but bookshops are good as you can read 
bits of the book for longer & ask for advice. 
 
Worst bit of the week? The overwhelming feeling of not 
being able to choose one book to read or any at all. 
This happens when you’re in a bookshop with a never-
ending supply of books you want to read.* 
 

*True for all booksellers 
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Bookbag is in McCoys Arcade, just off Fore 
Street, along from the High Street in 
Exeter's indie quarter.  
 
We stock a select range of books in the 
shop, & will happily order in anything to 
post out, or for collection from Bookbag. 
Most books arrive within a day or two, so 
ordering is pretty speedy.  
 
We love a book chat or recommending books. 
We have curated booklists & run pop-up 
shops at theatres, for museums, schools, 
festivals and for other events.  
 
Get in touch for all & any book needs. 
 
 

 
 

7-10 McCoys Arcade, 
Exeter, EX4 3AN 
 
01392 757910 
 
info@bookbag.shop 
 
www.bookbag.shop 
 
Insta @bookbag.shop 
FB @bookbagexeter 
 
linktr.ee/bookbagexeter 
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