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ACT II 2023

ACT II 2023 is the annual London Student Drama Festival. This year ACT II will 
select 12 student playwrights and 12 student directors to come together and 
develop a short piece of theatre. Once the open-auditions have taken place, over 
40 actors will join the ACT II 2023 cohort. Performances will take place at The 
Space in April 2023.

During your time with ACT II, not only will you have the opportunity to work on a 
performance, you will have access to a industry-led workshops, personal, 
professional, and creative mentoring, skill development days, networking events, 
social events, and Q&A sessions. 

ACT II aims to bridge the gap between London’s student theatre and the industry. 
We aim to create a London student theatre community that encourages creative 
collaboration across different institutions.

This year’s theme is NEW BEGINNINGS



Writers
To apply as a student writer you must be 18-30 years old and be a current or recently graduated student.* 
You must also be available to attend all rehearsals, workshops, events, and performance days in London. 
Writers apply as individuals. If selected you will then be paired up with a student-director who attends a 
different university, drama school, or other further education institution to your own.

When you apply as a writer for ACT II 2023 we do not expect you to have a written script, this is something 
that you will do with the support of ACT II. We will expect ideas for a devised pieces of theatre. 

ACT II is looking for student writers with significant potential and a genuine interest in perusing a 
professional career in the creative industries but is yet to have the chance to develop their work and have 
their work performed at a London fringe theatre. We are looking for individuals that want to learn more 
about the industry, create longlasting connections, and develop their practise. 

This year all short-plays will address the theme New Beginnings.

Writer applications open at 10am 25th November 2022 and close at 10am on 24th December. An online form 
can be found via our website and Instagram page, @act2festival.

To apply ACT II will ask for £1. This will allow each applicant to recieve written feedback on their application.

*ACT II understands a student as anyone you has undertaken post-18 study, training, or development for any 
period of time.



Directors

To apply as a student director you must be 18-30 years old and be a current or recently graduated student.* 
You must also be available to attend all rehearsals, workshops, events, and performance days in London. 
Directors apply as individuals. If selected you will then be paired up with a student-writer who attends a 
different university, drama school, or other further education institution to your own.

ACT II is looking for student directors with significant potential and a genuine interest in perusing a 
professional career in the creative industries but is yet to have the chance to develop their work and have 
their work performed at a London fringe theatre. We are looking for individuals that want to learn more 
about the industry, create longlasting connections, and develop their practise. 

This year all short-plays will address the theme New Beginnings.

Director applications open at 10am 25th November 2022 and close at 10am on 24th December. An online form 
can be found via our website and Instagram page, @act2festival.

To apply ACT II will ask for £1. This will allow each applicant to recieve written feedback on their application.

*ACT II understands a student as anyone you has undertaken post-18 study, training, or development for any 
period of time.



Actors

ACT II will host open auditions for all 12 plays in February 2023. Anyone ages 18-30 can 
come and audition. To audition for ACT II you must be available for regular rehearsals, 
events, and workshops in London. 

Those auditioning for ACT II can audition for as many roles in as many plays as they 
would like but will only be cast in one play.

Sign-ups will take place on the day of auditions, all you will need to do is turn up at any 
time throughout the day. When you arrive there will be a list of all the different plays, 
what they’re about, and what roles they are casting for. Once you have let the ACT II 
team know which roles you would like to audition for, we will book you in for your 
audition slots throughout the day. All audition materials will be available on the day. 

Auditions will take place in-person only, ACT II will not accept self-tapes or online 
auditions.



Workshops

Throughout ACT II 2023 there will be a range of ACT II-led and industry led 
workshops. These workshops will cover a range of different skills and will 
be a great space for student theatre-makers to develop their practise and 
get to know the industry better. Previous collaborators include Patrick 
Hughes, Simon Stephens, Burnt Lemon, Wardrobe Ensemble, Boundless 
Theatre, and much more!

Every workshop will be an opportunity to try something new, be playful, 
and be daring in a supportive and joyful space. 

Those that can’t be part of ACT II 2023, for whatever reason, will still be 
able to attend the industry-led workshops. So keep an eye out on our 
social media for more information and to book your place.



Events

As well as workshops, ACT II will host regular networking and social 
events open to ACT II 2023 participants, ACT II alumni, and all young-
theatre makers in London. These will be opportunity for you to connect 
with other student-theatre makers, build long-lasting creative 
collaborations, and widen your creative community. 



Rehearsals

To try and emulate what it will be like when you go on to put on your 
own shows in London’s fringe theatres. ACT II expects each company 
of student theatre-makers to plan and organise their own rehearsals; 
creating a schedule and sourcing the rehearsal spaces themselves. 
This allows every participant to further understand what putting on a 
fringe show entails. Participants will, ofcourse, be fully supported by 
ACT II and guided along the way. Festival Leaders will be available to 
help with rehearsal spaces, and a limited number of free bookable 
rehearsal spaces at The Space will be available to all participants. 
Festival Leaders will also be available to come in to rehearsals to offer 
guidance and support.



Performances

A big part of ACT II 2023 is the opportunity to perform at The Space. The Space is 
a leading fringe venue in London that offers significant artistic support and 
celebrates the best new writing. This will be a chance to perform in front of 
friends, family, local communities, and invited industry. The performances will 
take place on Saturday 8th and Saturday 15th April and all festival participants 
must be available for both dates. 

The performances that take place in April 2023 as part of the ACT II Festival are 
just the start of journey and those that take part in ACT II are given significant 
support on where to take their pieces next and how to develop them further.

The performance days will be extremely enjoyable and laid-back with group 
warm-ups, additional entertainment, and refreshments through-out the day. It 
will be a true celebration of your time with ACT II.



Feedback

Throughout your time with ACT II you will have the opportunity to meet 1-
2-1 with one of our wonderful Festival Leaders and our Artistic Director, 
Amy. They will be able to provide feedback on your work and your 
development during your time with ACT II. They will be able to come in to 
rehearsals

As part of the ACT II Festival, each company will receive written feedback 
on their final performances. This will include tips and tricks on how to 
develop their work further. For those that take part in ACT II 2023, it will be 
the start of your creative journeys and your involvement in the industry. 
Providing feedback at the end will allow you to develop your practise 
beyond ACT II.



Mentorship and Support

As a participant of ACT II 2023 you will be allocated one of our incredible 
Festival Leaders. The Festival Leader will be there to support you in 
whatever capacity you need. Be that helping with the development of the 
scripts, supporting you with managing your time around ACT II, uni, and 
part-time jobs, or just someone that’s there to listen to you. Any questions, 
queries, or qualms you have will be sorted by your Festival Leader who will 
be there to guide you every step of the way. As well as regular 1-2-1 
meetings with one of our Festival Leaders there will also be opportunities, 
throughout your time with ACT II, to meet with Amy, the Artistic Director. 
Amy can further help with any questions you have about ACT II and the 
industry in general, including application support and audition prep.



Beyond ACT II

Once you have taken part in ACT II 2023 you will become a member of the 
ACT II Alumni Network. This will give you discounted tickets to all ACT II 
performances, events, and workshops. It will be a space where you can 
advertise future work to over 150 young creatives and reach out to any 
potential collaborators.

If you ever need ACT II to support you in your future projects, beyond ACT 
II 2023, you will be able to easily get in touch and arrange a meeting. ACT II 
will always be a space that you can come back to and get the support you 
need.

Recent ACT II alumni have taken their ACT II plays to further fringe venues 
in London, developed them into short-films, to Edinburgh Fringe, 
Nottingham Playhouse, and abroad!



Dates
Those selected for ACT II 2023 must be available to attend all events and workshops, failure to do so 
may result in them loosing their place on the program. Here are the dates that you need to know: 

JANUARY

• Thurs 12th – Information Evening 
for selected writers & directors 
(Institute of Education), 6-8pm

• Sat 14th – Writer & Director 
Workshop Day (Institute of 
Education), 10am-6pm

• Sat 14th – ACTOut Social (TBC), 
6pm onwards

• Thurs 19th – Writers session 
(Theatre Deli), 5-6pm

• Thurs 26th – Writers Session 
(Theatre Deli), 5-6pm

• Thurs 26th – Audition Technique 
Workshop with Fourth Monkey 
(Theatre Deli), 6-8pm

• Sat 28th – R&D with actors from 
NYT (The Space), 10am-6pm

FEBRUARY

• Sat 4th & Sun 5th –
Audition Weekend 
(Institute of Education), 
10am-6pm

• Thurs 16th – Q&A with 
Fourth Monkey (TBC), 
6-8pm

• Sat 18th – First Day of 
rehearsals (Institute of 
Education), 10am-6pm

• Thurs 23rd – Industry 
Workshop 1 (Theatre 
Deli), 6-8pm

MARCH

• Thurs 2nd – Industry Workshop 2 
(Theatre Deli), 6-8pm

• Thurs 9th – Industry Workshop 3 
(Theatre Deli), 6-8pm

• Thurs 16th – Industry Workshop 4 
(Theatre Deli), 6-8pm

• Sat 18th – Actor Workshop Day 
(Institute of Education) 10am-
6pm

• Sat 18th – ACTOut Social (TBC),  
6pm onwards

• Thurs 23rd – Industry Workshop 5 
(Theatre Deli), 6-8pm

• Thurs 30th – Industry Workshop 6 
(Theatre Deli), 6-8pm

APRIL

• Mon 3rd & Tue 4th –
Tech Rehearsals (The 
Space), all day

• Wed 5th & Thurs 6th –
Dress Rehearsals (The 
Space), all day

• Sat 8th – Festival Day 1  
(The Space), all day

• Sat 15th – Festival Day 2 
(The Space), all day

• Thurs 20th – Where 
Next? Workshop 
(Institute of Education), 
6-8pm



Cost

To cover the cost of the Festival, to pay the artists that work for us, and to provide as 
many exciting opportunities as possible, to take part in ACT II 2023, every participant 
must pay £50. Bursary places will be available upon request. This fee will cover

- Industry Workshops

- Mentoring & Support Meetings

- Networking & Social Events

- Bookable Rehearsal Spaces

- Feedback on your Work

- Performances at The Space

- Tech support

- Access to ACT II Alumni Opportunities and Events



Take it from them…

Those that took part in ACT II 2022 told us that…

“I loved the opportunity to take part in a theatre event despite the fact I have little experience”

“It was a great away to start my creative jounrney and meet others like me”

“I really liked the idea about briding the gap between university and industry, and the 
opportunity of workshops and networking with industry professionals”

“The workshops helped me gain many skills and I met many people through the program”

“There was so much support and help”

“The workshops were all so amazing and fun and I learned so much”

“It intensified my passion for the theatre and showed me that directing in theatre is something I 
would really want to do”

“It was just something I can be so grateful for, it was healing, so much fun and this really made me 
feel like I found something I really want to do”



For any more information about all things ACT II 2023 make sure to 
visit our website at www.act2festival.org, follow us on Instagram at 

@act2festival, or drop an email to info@act2festival.org

Good Luck Applying!

http://www.act2festival.org/
mailto:info@act2festival.org

